Tell Me About MySpace!

There are three definitions for “MySpace:”
1. My Space as defined by Googlewww.myspace.confor MySpace) “a free service that

uses the Internet for online communication throaghnteractive network of photos,
weblogs, user profiles, e-mail, web forums, andugsy as well as other media formats. This
all-inclusive service is sometimes called a sao&lvorking interface. MySpace is a very
active site, and additions and new features amgleided constantlylh other words:
MySpace is a place where you can have your own iteglnseet people and keep in touch
through blog, forums, email, groups, games andtsven

My Space as defined by teendtySpace is a place where | can be myself. A plalcera/|
can share my most secret thoughts with my friendisowt having to face them.

MySpace as defined by parentsA-bad place where kids can get into a lot to treubl
There can be a lot of good in using MySpace asai$ \mtended—networking between
teachers and students; youth leaders and kids;ketcmost parents agree that they can’t
seem to find anything good about it.

What do kids like most about MySpace?

“Having my own website gives me a chance to expragself and to be me or to be
someone else if | want tdt’'s my space! | can add pictures, music, anything | want to!”

So what’s wrong with that?

What kids don’t understand is that they are malkiregr personal information and private
thoughtspublic knowledge. Posting all of this makes them feelgr-up. What they don’t
realize is that in doing this they are becoming lé&kpuppet on a string. They are making it
possible for a complete stranger to take controheir life.

Any time personal information and pictures are dsdn the Internet, they may be there
forever and for the whole world to see. Most tednink only their friends will see their
website.

Personal websites, chat rooms, all areas of In8f&ssaging are where predators hang out
looking for their next victim.

When a teen posts their information they are alaking it available to other teens who may
want to cause problems for them. With the clickhahouse another teen can create a bad
reputation for your child. They can take a pictarel personal information and change it to
be anything bad they may want it to be and ther seout to everyone they knoand
everyone you know! It is hard to overcome a bgait&ion—even one that is not deserved.

What should you do if your child is involved in MyS$ace communication?

Set ground rules. Just as you make certain peag from home off limits, agree together
about places on the Internet that may be off limits

Teach your kids to use common sense and not postrp information that can lead
strangers to them. Using the computer is a pgeilerou can’t get a driver’s license until
you learn safe driving rules and pass a test. siinge should be true of the computer. Be
sure they know the rules and earn the right torehtehighway of the World Wide Web!
Social Networking websites are dangerous if thegaif Safety On The Internet are not
followed! Don't let your child become a puppeta@string.
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